
Portfolio
I. Audio documentaries
II. Listening instructions
III. Supplemental links to selected audio work

I. Audio documentaries

1. The Assignment Bureau Podcast trailer (2 mins), 2017. 
This is the trailer for an independent podcast project that I conceived of and produced about people 
facing personal challenges by doing creative tasks. The concept came about as a way to produce and 
capture the sound of exciting moments on tape when you can hear “something happening” in people's 
voices, as my former Professor of audio documentary storytelling, Bengt Bok has put it. 

“Bingo xox” (59 mins.) is the full pilot episode of the above podcast, which features the story of Faith, 
who is trying to get over a broken heart by co-inventing a game of “kissing Bingo”. This game 
functions as a form of participatory or performance art that drives the action forward. The pilot 
combines elements of two audio documentary traditions: European (more scene-based) and American 
(more narrated approach). In a way, this piece involves two narrators, both of whom are involved in the
action in some way. The main subject of the documentary reports on her progress with the game to the 
producer, who riffs on the themes that emerge and conducts interviews (or tries to) with people who 
can help her shed light on them. The piece plays with layers of audiences: Faith has many audiences – 
the people she asks to kiss her, her friends who witness these interchanges, the producer (me) whom 
she sends her recordings to, and the eventual listeners of the podcast. Meanwhile, the producer's (my) 
audiences are Faith, listeners, and my interviewees. I was interested in how these layers of audiences 
can be an incentive for people to take actions that require a bit of courage or daring; I was also 
interested in hearing the sonic dimensions of these relationships as they play out in dialog (tense, 
encouraging, apprehensive, friendly, etc.) among the audience layers. The work draws on theories from
behavioral psychology, to do with self-image making, and on methods from participatory design. 
Independently produced and hosted by me. Sound design by Katrine Norild Hedegaard. Music: Theme 
song composed by Jacek Smolicki and performed by him and Michał Smolicki. Other songs: “Fire” 
Monplaisir (CC0 1.0 universal), “Let’s Start at the Beginning” Lee Rosevere (CC 4.0), “Quirky Jerk” 
Jason Shaw (CC 3.0 US), “Rolla” Drake Stafford (CC 4.0 international), “Acoustic guitar of Valentin 
Sosnitskiy” (CC 3.0).

You can read more about the project here http://www.theassignmentbureau.org/  . The independent 
project launched in 2017, and the pilot was selected for presentation at the International Features 
Conference in Prague, in 2018, the theme of which was “Hearing the Author”.  

2. Excerpts from "It's Private” (4 minutes)

Full piece: “It's Private” in 2014 (29 minutes)

It’s Private stood out as a humorous and exacting engagement with the themes of motherhood 
and privacy . . . A very timely find. – Jay Bernard, The Double Negative, 2014.

I fully produced this documentary through the Stockholm Academy of Dramatic Arts (now Stockholm 
University of the Arts) using methods of artistic research through practice as I sought to get 
information from my interviewee, who preferred discretion. Building on the “process interviewing” 

https://soundcloud.com/brett_antenna/the-assignment-bureau-podcast-trailer
https://soundcloud.com/brett_antenna/excerpts-from-its-private-2014/s-cK9Fm?si=8f3b2acfc74d45eca13d3467ae43f789&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/brett_antenna/its-private
http://www.theassignmentbureau.org/
http://content.blubrry.com/theassignmentbureau/bingo_xox.mp3


techniques that I was learning about in class, I believe I found a way to satisfy both of us through an 
imaginative approach. The way forward contained something of the daring spirit of performance art, as 
a way to expose foibles or insecurities of the self, and again, it worked with the concept of audiences: 
the producer and interviewee as each other's audiences, aside from the eventual listeners. The 
performance aspect was woven into the process of participating in the documentary, and the tension is 
audible.

This piece was nominated for a Prix Europa in the radio documentary category, and it received an 
honourable mention from In The Dark at the Sheffield Doc Fest. (It was also included in independent 
producer Rikke Houd’s Amazing Radio Vertikalisator session at the Third Coast International Audio 
Festival.)

3. “Stranger Still”, 2016 (3 min.)
I use the making of this short audio documentary, which I fully produced, as a vehicle to find 
connections with strangers through what could be termed participatory art. It has to do with singing in 
unison, although in the documentary, I mistakenly refer to it as harmonizing.

This documentary was shortlisted at the Tempo Documentary Film Festival, in Stockholm, in 2016, 
and a longer version of it was shortlisted at the HearSay festival in Kilfinane, Ireland, in 2015.

More supplementary audio samples follow the next section...

II. LISTENING INSTRUCTIONS - WORK SAMPLE

4. “YOU + NON-YOU: ASSIGNMENTS FOR APPROACHING INFINITY”, several of a set of 
instructions sent periodicaly to participants by text message and e-mail as part of the Walking Festival 
of Sound, 2021.

This project borrows from traditions of instruction art in order to foster connections between listeners 
and their human, non-human, and ancestral milieus. As such, it's imbued with the spirit of actor-
network theory, deep listening, and Donna Haraway's idea of situated knowledges.

https://soundcloud.com/brett_antenna/stranger-pitch/s-ZYc4Q?si=faffdced486f4a6787c3a59b3c7ab3a2&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing












III. Supplemental links to selected, additional audio work

“We don't answer on the roof”, for Swedish Radio in 2011 (5 minutes)
Who needs a corner office when you have the best view in town, working to clear ice and snow off the 
rooftops? And what does it sound like? I fully produced and reported this segment, which was later 
featured by the Stanford Storytelling Project.

“Many leave Lost and Found empty-handed”, for Swedish Radio in 2013 (6 minutes) 
Did you lose a pair of brown gloves on December 7th? There's a box just for that at the Lost and Found 
in Stockholm... I produced this lively piece after losing a special item. 

“Mafune Gonjo” 2016 (3 mins). 
I fully produced this piece as part of a non-narrated (meaning, there is no host's voice, only the voice of 
the subject) series about artists doing residencies in Stockholm. This artist works with glass. I also 
produced this one, featuring an interview with the artist Isak Sundström, 2016 (3 mins.), and music 
that he made with his friend, Vincent Williams, inspired by “96 Tears”, recorded by a band called ? & 
the Mysterians' from 1966.

--More Public Service Reporting (for Swedish Radio)--

I've included the following segments simply to give MMC a sense of my work over the years as a 
professional radio journalist, in which I've reported and produced hundreds of segments, telegrams and 
programs. A couple of them showcase audio and scenes a bit, but most of them are simply included as 
examples of some of the topics that I've been drawn to and how I've gone about covering them. Unless 
otherwise noted, I did the lion's share of the research, carried out the interviews, collected the sound, 
wrote the scripts, did the audio editing, mixing, etc.

“Return to sender? Why some packages don't make it through customs”, for Swedish Radio 2021 
(7 minutes)
Radio Sweden's listeners have complained of an array of problems they encounter when they get 
shipped parcels from abroad, often from their friends and families. Those problems can range from 
what listeners call "unnecessary fees" to packages never arriving at all. Listeners are baffled. I visited 
the postal terminal at Arlanda airport to see what happens to post as it arrives in Sweden, and what the 
pitfalls can be when sending post to Sweden from abroad.

“Discrimination against elderly in Sweden is so bad” 2021 (6 minutes)
This was part of a series I reported on this year, in collaboration with all the language groups (Somali, 
Arabic, Persian, Kurdish) in my department at Radio Sweden. Its dealt with what it's like to reach 
pension age in Sweden, especially for immigrants, who tend to have a significantly lower pension than 
people born in Sweden. Other pieces in the series included facts and figures   (I did not have very much 
to do with this particular piece, aside from translating and voicing it), advice for newcomers who want 
to save up for a decent pension, an interview with a young newcomer who is concerned about his 
retirement, and interviews with foreign-born people who have reached retirement age but continue to 
work. A colleague and I also made a video on the subject for social media, and I did a 2-way about the 
issue in our weekly broadcast and podcast.

https://soundcloud.com/konstnarsnamnden/isak-sundstrom
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/return-to-sender-why-some-packages-dont-make-it-through-customs%20
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=5416465
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/4383572
https://soundcloud.com/konstnarsnamnden/mafune-gonjo?si=2a304a796eda4500ad514f6f853907a4&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/i-dont-want-to-just-sit-home-like-a-retired-person
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/i-dont-want-to-just-sit-home-like-a-retired-person
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/pension-forecast-leaves-newcomer-confused-and-concerned
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/pension-experts-tips-for-newcomers-planning-to-retire-in-sweden
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/pensions-average-5-000-sek-less-per-month-for-foreign-born-in-sweden
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/discrimination-against-elderly-in-sweden-is-so-bad


Why Sweden has so few drinking fountains 2016 (5 minutes)
When you're thirsty on a hot day here in Sweden, that generally means having to buy a bottle of water. 
But it didn't always used to be that way. It's hard to say exactly how many outdoor public drinking 
fountains remain in Sweden today, but a lot of people Radio Sweden has spoken to agree they used to 
be more common fixture. What happened to them? Also, Could drinking fountains be making a splash 
once more? (July 2016) and a version in Swedish, Från dricksvattenfontäner till plastflaskor , recorded 
with the help of a colleague (Sept 2016). 

“25 years after Chernobyl, how Sweden found out” 2011 (29 minutes)

In the spring of 1986, Cliff Robinson was working at a Swedish nuclear power plant when the alarm 
went off. But just what had gone wrong was a mystery. I produced and reported this narrated history 
feature for broadcast. I used sound effects from Swedish Radio's bank. Music: “Nära Hemmet”, “Stepp, 
Min Stepp”, “På Ängen Stod En Björk” and “Mellan Branta Stränder” by Jan Johansson. 

“Refugees coping with PTSD and depression through group self-help” 2018 (5 minutes)

In this report, Radio Sweden hears from Ali, who came to Sweden seeking asylum in 2015, about how 
a therapeutic technique developed in Norway helped him overcome his nightmares about violence. One 
study concluded that the method is promising but "this is not to say that [it] should be the treatment of 
choice". The treatment is fast and cheap though, in contrast to waiting for individual therapy 
appointments at Red Cross Centres or Child and Adolescent Psychiatry units, which has been known to 
take a long time, --sometimes as much as a year.

“Rural Problem: giving birth in a car” 2018 (7 minutes)

An exhibition at the Kiruna city hall, up above the Arctic Circle, is about women in the north of 
Sweden who've had to give birth in their cars, because the nearest maternity ward is too far away. 
Marie Rahkola's account of giving birth in a parking lot during a snowstorm, is one of five women's 
stories that make up the exhibition. She and the artists behind the exhibition hope to rekindle a debate 
on the shortage of maternity care facilities in rural areas. Radio Sweden also speaks to the deputy chair 
of the regional executive committee of Norrbotten about what's being done to alleviate the need for 
women to deliver babies in cars. One other colleague was involved collecting material for this story.

“It's year 2100. Are there crocodiles in Sweden?” 2015 (29 minutes)

I produced this a few years ago to envision how the country could change as the global temperature 
rises. 

“Will your bed lie where the water cooler once stood?” 2021 (6 minutes)
Against the background of Covid-19 restrictions, this is about what might happen to architecture in the 
future.

Please get in touch if you'd like to hear more of a range of subjects, including political reporting. You 
can also find links to more pieces here: http://brettascarelli.com/radio/.

https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/647008
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=4468603
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=6478195
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/6887003
http://brettascarelli.com/radio/
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/will-your-bed-lie-where-the-water-cooler-once-stood%20
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/6916576
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=1650&artikel=6508421
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=6477141
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2054&artikel=6477141

	portfolio explanation brown - ascarelli1 NEW WITH WORKING LINKS
	wfos you+non-you
	wfos YOU + NON-YOU Assignments crop
	IMG_0643 crop
	IMG_0644 crop
	IMG_0645 crop
	IMG_0646 crop

	portfolio explanation ascarelli brown page 3

